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A Film Documentary About
Carry On Sergeant
Trenton’s Heyday as
Hollywood North
By Bill Kennedy

This year celebrates the 100th anniversary
of Hollywood North, a colloquialism for
Trenton from the days when it was the
movie-making capital of Canada. At the
Historical Society’s November public
event, the history of that glamorous period
was brought back to life in a book and film
presentation by Doug Knutson of Windswept Productions and author Peggy Dymond Leavey.

Doug Knutson and Peggy Dymond Leavey show off the poster of

When she set out to research her book The Hollywood North.
Photo by Bill Kennedy
Movie Years, Leavey decided that she
would write it from the perspective of how
the town’s movie-making industry affected local father, a World War I veteran himself and a noted
citizens. Back then, American movie stars walking British cartoonist who had gained fame with his
Trenton streets and attending local hockey games drawings of “Old Bill,” a curmudgeonly soldier of
was not an extraordinary sight. Roles as extras were the trenches who helped boost the morale of British
frequently available. During the making of the clas- and allied troops. The assistant director was pioneersic World War I silent film Carry On Sergeant, one ing Canadian filmmaker Gordon Sparling. In Knutof the extras Leavey interviewed recalled seeing son’s documentary film about Carry On Sergeant,
some of his own friends walking across the Trenton Sparling, who was in his nineties at the time, remibridge wearing German army uniforms. The movie nisces about working under Bairnsfather and about
premiered at the Regent Theatre in Toronto in his forty years in the film industry during which he
1928. It was in Canada, Leavey said, that movies produced some two hundred films. Had the Trenton
studio survived, he said, he would have been happy
about World War I really got their start.
to stay there making films his whole career.
Silent films most always were accompanied by live
music. The piano was the standard source, although The Carry On Sergeant documentary film can be oborchestras were sometimes used. In the early days tained from Doug Knutson at Windswept Producat least, the piano player could play his or her own tions. Peggy Leavey’s book is also available. Togethtunes, which would describe the action on screen as er, the book and documentary form a valuable record
well as possible. The playing also served to mask of a unique period in Quinte region history.
the noise made by the film projector.
Carry On Sergeant was directed by Bruce Bairns-
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Canada’s 150th
Anniversary Coin
Ceremony

Three senior members of the Hastings County
Historical Society were honoured on Dec. 3
when they were presented with commemorative Canadian coins recognizing their volunteer
contributions in the Bay of Quinte Riding. Heritage advisor Gerry Boyce, HCHS president
Richard Hughes and past-president Orland
French were presented with the coins by MP
Neil Ellis. The coins were presented for
demonstrating a high level of individual excellence and achievement benefitting the people
of the Bay of Quinte Riding. Mr. Ellis also
gave coins to 63 other recipients representing a
very wide range of volunteer initiatives.

Recipients are Gerry Boyce at the left, Richard Hughes and
Orland French.

Educating the Young

Education Committee chair Bill Kennedy and President Richard Hughes meeting with Mayor Taso Christopher to plan
a new and exciting program for school
children. It will be built around the historical plaques unveiled in Downtown
Belleville during 2017 and is entitled
The Mayor’s Hunt for History, inviting
elementary school children to locate and
read the plaques and answer questions
on them. The goal is to promote local
history in the schools and to inform both
children and parents of the amazing stories from our past.
Photo by Marilyn Warren

Remembrance Day 2017 at Belleville Cenotaph

Photos by Bill Kennedy
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Belleville’s Marble Hall
By Lois Foster

The building known as The Marble Hall, 395 Front
Street, is located near the north end of the street just
opposite one of our two famous 1930 concrete double bowstring bridges.

John Callaghan, contractor for mason work.”
The previous month, on July 30, 1857, an advertisement had appeared: “To Let – The large first class
Merchant Shop, Marble Front, cellar &c attached,
opposite the Upper Bridge, so as to command almost
the entire grain trade of the town, is now being finished in the latest style, and will be ready for use by
the first day of September next. Rent moderate. Apply to the owner, Thos. J. Higgins, Belleville.”
Who was this Thomas J. Higgins? He had purchased
the lot in 1854 and at the same time he also purchased a brick house on George Street. In September
1855 he advertised: “Daguerreotypes – Front Street.”
In August 1857, a notice appeared in The Intelligencer: “A meeting of the Sidney, Rawdon & Victoria
Road Co. at my office for the purpose of leasing toll
gates, Thomas J. Higgins, sec’t.” Finally, the assessment roll for Ketcheson ward, Belleville, lists T J
Higgins as a marble dealer. What better advertising
could he have had than cladding the front of a building with marble? In 1860, he sold all of his real estate
to Ezra William Holton and seems to have left town.

The Marble Hall, c.1860 standing to the right of the
Henderson Building
CABHC HC00477

How did I find the history of The Marble Hall? Over
the years I have read our microfilmed newspapers
and listed articles about “New Construction in Belleville.” The Hastings Chronicle for August 19, 1857,
gave me what I needed: “Mr. Thomas J. Higgins has
put up a three storey building on Front Street, directly opposite the upper bridge, and to him belongs the
credit of first introducing Marble for building purposes in our town. The coins, window caps and sills
throughout are of blue marble variegated with white,
the second and third stories are of white. The blue
marble is from Madoc, the white from the Troy quarry, Hungerford. It was cut and dressed for the purpose by Mr. P. Salladin; one solid piece of blue marble, forming the door-cap, we are told, weighs 23cwt.
The building is 24 ft in front by 64 in depth; the lower storey, 12 ft clear, is intended for a store; the second storey, 14 feet from floor to ceiling, is to be fitted for a Concert Hall; the third storey, 11 ft high, is
intended for a Public Hall. Gas pipes are being inserted throughout, and the wood work of the interior is
of the most substantial kind. The entire cost of the
building is £1500. George Nielson Esq is the Architect; Mr. John Carscallen, Joiner and Finisher; Mr.

Our Archivist, Amanda Hill, provided further information. Thomas J Higgins was born in July 1827 in
Hallowell, Prince Edward County, according to the
1851 census of Sidney Township, where his family
had moved by then. His father was Bennet Higgins
and his mother was Hannah, possibly Hannah Morgan, according to Ancestry family tree. Another family tree suggests that Higgins married Phoebe Sheriff
in Belleville in 1854, and the couple moved to California by 1862 where he worked as a real estate broker and where they had three children. Thomas died
in San Diego in 1907. Phoebe died in 1915.

Butcher Edmund Snell, c.1870 with family and friends in
front of his store on Christmas Day
CABHC HC02512

4

The Marble Hall was occupied by various merchants
over the years. In 1862, it was the Furniture Warehouse & Manufactory of T & D Cherry. One of the
longest tenures was that of the Snell family in their
butcher shop from 1870 to the end of the century.
Penny readings under the patronage of the Good
Templars of the Town were conducted on the upper
floors in 1867, and the building housed a cigar factory in later years.
Today, the 160-year-old Marble Hall is the home of
Thomas Estevez Design where unique jewelry and
art may be purchased.

Exciting and Entertaining
Calendar of Public
Presentations Planned for
Winter and Spring of 2018

All are held in the comfortable facilities of
Maranatha, 100 College Street West
at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, January 16, 2018: Historian and author
Rick Revelle tells the stories of Eastern Canada in the
early 1300s through the eyes of four Algonquin
brothers: Mahingan, Kag, Wagosh and Mitigomij.

Tuesday, February 20, 2018: History researcher
Trevor Parsons speaks on the aftermath of the 183738 Rebellion and the impact on international relations. An entertaining and informative story of our
rebellious past.
Tuesday, March 20, 2018: Belleville City Works
Manager Perry DeCola has entertaining tales entitled:
“A Brief History of Water and the Drinking Water
System in Belleville.” A very light look at one of our
daily needs from an aspect you would never imagine!
Tuesday, April 17, 2018: Hastings County Historical Society presents author Steven Manders on The
First Spike: The Early Railways, Tramways and
Roads of Eastern Ontario. The wild and exciting
days when railways promised rapid and exciting development of our young country.
Tuesday, May 15, 2018: Hastings County Historical
Society presents a return of teacher, dynamic speaker
and historical author John Boyko on his new book.
Details to follow.
Saturday, May 26 or Saturday, June 9, 2018: A
Trip to La La Land. Day-long guided bus tour of
Central Lennox and Addington County. Cost $70.
which includes lunch. Organized by Hastings County Historical Society. For tickets and information,
contact Mary-Lynne Morgan (613-961-7091) or go to
www.hastingshistory.ca

Holiday Celebration of Volunteers

Photo by Donna Fano and Bill Kennedy
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First Time in Print –
Biography of Belleville’s
Prime Minister of Canada
On the 100th anniversary of
his death, the book The
Accidental Prime Minister
by Betsy Dewar Boyce
(previously available in
digital form) is being published. Bowell rose from
apprentice printer at the
Intelligencer to Prime
Minister with many accomplishments along the
way. Available at the Community Archives or
through president@hastingshistory.ca. A truly
amazing story of this career of a local hero. $29.95

Dance of Decades Book for Sale
The Commodores Orchestra is 90 years old and to
celebrate this great milestone, conductor Andy Sparling has written an amazing, colourful history of the
band. Dance of the Decades captures the people,
their stories, the social scene across the Quinte Area
through the early years in the Depression, the nonstop dancing years of WWII, the rocking 1950s and
1960s right up to the present. Over 150 pictures in
138 pages, full of colour and stories that will take us
all back to those wonderful times.
Available at Pinnacle Music Studios, Belleville; Riverside Music, Trenton; Books & Company, Picton;
Ashlie’s Books, Bancroft; Tweed Heritage Centre;
Quinte Arts Council, Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County, Belleville. Also can be
ordered online through president@hastingshistory.ca
or through Wallbridge House website.

Historical Society Announces
Annual Bus Tour Details
By Mary-Lynne Morgan
A Trip to La La Land
We may not be able to take you to Los Angeles, but
we can take you to Lennox & Addington!!! Like
Centre and North Hastings, Central Lennox & Addington has its own pioneer stories and once-bustling
hamlets. Join us as we discover our neighbours to the
east!
Come away on Saturday, May 26 or Saturday,
June 9 for a day of fun and exploration in a luxury
Franklin touring coach, and hear all about pioneer life
in the thriving villages of 19th- and early 20th-century
Lennox & Addington, as only Orland French can relate them. Having written the definitive book on Lennox & Addington, he knows the area and all its tales
very well.
In the morning you’ll explore quaint and colourful
locales such as Marlbank, Flinton, Northbrook and
Cloyne and hear how our old friend Billa Flint
shaped this area of the north. You’ll visit the Cloyne
Pioneer Museum and Archives and the Bon Echo
Rock before coming back south in the afternoon to
such villages as Kaladar, Erinsville, Tamworth, Centreville, Enterprise and Newburgh. Along the way
you’ll learn all about the various rock formations you
see and how the postal service played a major role in
the development of many of these communities,
many of which had quite different and colourful
names when they were first settled! You may even
learn why Newburgh was originally called Rogues’
Hollow, and after a walking tour of the village, and
maybe a stop at the bakery/ice cream store, you will
be able to wander the scenic ruins of an old mill on
the Salmon River.
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Your $70. ticket includes a comfortable
touring coach ride, lots
of fun, loads of new
information and a delicious lunch. Book early as these tours always sell out fast!
For more information go to www.hastingshistory.ca,
or to place your reservation, call Mary-Lynne Morgan, 613-961-7091.

On the Home Front

Excerpts from The Intelligencer
January to mid-February, 1918
By Laurel Bishop
January 2, 1918: “Belleville Will Be Mobilization
Centre. An unannounced number of men, physically
fit and between the age of twenty and thirty-four will
report for military service on Thursday. They have
been given transportation which will bring them to
Kingston. … Selections will be made of these men
to all vacancies in the artillery, army medical corps,
army service corps, etc. … At the conclusion of the
distribution 800 will be selected. Half of this number
will go to Brockville, the remainder to Belleville.”
January 3, 1918: “Sinclair’s. Store Closes Saturdays
at 6.30 p.m. Other Days at 5.30 p.m. Beginning
Wednesday, Jan. 2nd, and continuing until Saturday,
March 9th. … This means a real saving of Coal and
Light. It also means the saving of long walks for our
staff on Saturday nights to and from their homes; and
above all, this means a Better Service for our customers from 8.30 a.m. until 6.30 p.m. on Saturdays, during which time our entire staff is at your service with
no interruptions at the Tea Hour.”
January 7, 1918: “During Friday night and Saturday
a number of recruits came to Belleville and have settled down in their quarters at the canning factory
premises on Pinnacle Street. The place again presents
a garrison appearance. … In the near future it is expected that the Armouries will be utilized for drilling
purposes.”
January 12, 1918: “From Leslie Yerex. Folkestone.
… Dear Mother—I was going to wait until I got
back to France before writing, but as I have a little
time to spare, here goes. I have had a swell time for
fourteen days, the first leave I have had in London
since going to France seventeen months ago. … Do

you remember a young girl named Beatrice Lily? She
attended St. Agnes’ School and sang in the Palace
Theatre in the evening. Well, she is making a great
hit over here in the Variety Theatre on The Strand.
She sings several songs of Canada and the papers
here call her ‘our Canadian favorite.’ I went to hear
her sing—and she’s pretty good.”
January 18, 1918: “Splendid Work of Thurlow Red
Cross. The last packing was held in Gowsell’s Hall
the first Tuesday in December … Owing to the holiday it was decided not to have a packing until the
first Tuesday in February. It will be an all-day packing with dinner served by the Girls’ Vimy Ridge
Club.”
January 21, 1918: “Eighty girls from all parts of
Canada have enlisted with the Military Hospitals
Commission to undertake a course of instruction in
remedial massage and to serve in a Canadian Military
Convalescent Hospital for a year after graduation. …
The school is situated at Hart House, Toronto.”
January 22, 1918: “The ladies of the Red Cross and
Patriotic Society have reason to feel proud of the
complete success of the carnival held by them at the
Arena last evening. As soon as the doors were open
the crowd began to arrive in all manner of costumes,
from the gipsy and Indian maids to the stately old
dames and nursing sisters. When the band commenced the rink presented a very lively spectacle indeed. … During the evening the booths where coffee
and sandwiches were served were well patronized.
The proceeds will be used for buying wool for socks
for the boys overseas and the receipts of last night
should send many a warm pair to our boys in the
trenches.”
January 22, 1918: Belleville was yesterday given
permission by the Ontario Railway and Municipal
Board to engage in the coal and wood business,
$12,500 to be invested in each. The city was represented at the Board meeting by Aldermen Robinson
and Parks and Mr. Thos. F. Wills, who was recently
appointed a fuel controller of the city.”
January 25, 1918: “All enlisted men in the C.E.F.,
who are under 18 years of age will be discharged,
according to District Orders. … From this date no
men will be included in drafts for overseas unless
over 18 years. In cases of doubt a birth certificate will
be procured before attestation.”
January 25, 1918: “The cozy quarters of the Khaki
Club which in times past have been used with great
appreciation by the soldiers quartered in Belleville
are once again open and dispensing good cheer and

7

comfort to the soldier boys stationed here who now
number 247. The Khaki Club was formally reopened for the use of the soldiers for club rooms and
recreation purposes on Wednesday evening with a
concert and luncheon which was largely attended
and very much enjoyed.”
February 4, 1918: “Without doubt the busiest city
official these days is Mr. Thos. Wills, Fuel Controller, and his position is by no means a sinecure. Saturday and today his office was besieged with citizens
who were sorely in need of coal. One car came in today and was soon emptied at the siding where it was
placed.”
February 5, 1918: “Early yesterday afternoon the
thermometers commenced to record colder weather,
and when the shades of evening had fallen it was extremely cold. … At several places about the city 25
and 27 degrees below zero were registered, with 30
below at the C. N. R. station. … To make matters
worse the coal situation in the city seems desperate.
Fuel of this nature could only be secured in 200 or
300 pound lots, and that is soft coal. It was reported
that in some instances in the city it was necessary to
place children in bed in order to protect them from

the cold. … This morning the High School pupils
were sent home as the class rooms were too cold.”
February 16, 1918: “Early this week the first batch
of married N.C.O.’s and men of the First Expeditionary Force left the front on a three months’ furlough to
Canada. Altogether, nearly 700 married men have
applied for this special veterans’ leave which Canada
has made possible by the striking support of its forces
in the field.”
February 16, 1918: “Of late a number of excellent
entertainments have been provided for Belleville audiences but none have been more pleasing than that
presented in the City Hall last evening by a number
of the members of No. 2 Cadet wing, Royal Flying
Corps, of Camp Mohawk. Many a minstrel show has
come to this city and presented a program which was
far less meritorious in every respect. It was clean and
wholesome and given in a manner that captivated all
present. … These Pierrots carry a large orchestra
which kept everything moving. The proceeds, which
were large, as the auditorium of the City Hall was
filled to capacity and overflowing, will be used in aid
of the Royal Flying Corps comforts in the Dominion
and overseas.”

Patronizing Our Sponsors
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It’s Membership
Renewal Time
Our Hastings County Historical Society membership year
runs from January to December. It’s not too early to renew
your membership for 2018, if
you haven’t already done so.
If you receive a paper copy of the Outlook, check
your mailing label, and if it says “2017,” we have
not yet received your renewal, and you will find a
membership form enclosed in your Outlook for your
convenience. If your mailing label says “2018,”
thank you for renewing early. You’re good for the
coming year. If your label says “Life,” there’s no
need to do anything except to continue to enjoy all
the benefits of your HCHS membership.
If you receive the online edition of the Outlook, you
will be getting a membership reminder by email.

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds
both legal and moral rights to the material, and grants
permission to the Hastings County Historical Society to
use this material in print and/or electronically. The opinions expressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Hastings County Historical Society, its
Board or its members.
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Hastings County
Historical Society
Presentation
Topic: Eastern Canada in the Early
1300s Through the Eyes of
Four Algonquin Brothers
Speaker: Historian and Author
Rick Revelle

The story of four Algonquin brothers: Mahingan,
Keg, Wagosh and Mitigomij – one is a leader,
two are warriers and one is a shape shifter. They
all work together to feed and defend their families. Amazing stories of the early inhabitants of
this land.
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Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives
building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.
Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of
the Society. Submissions can be sent to:

Time: 7:30 p.m.

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com

100 College Street West, Belleville

Member Designation

Location: Maranatha

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go
to Meeting Room.) Bring a friend.

